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SPECIFIC MINISTRY PASTOR   
ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 

 

During a chapel service on the campus of Concordia 

Seminary on October 14, Vicar Al Muck received his 

Call from Lord of Life to serve as Specific Ministry Pas-

tor with a focus on Family Life Ministry. 

 

Al will be ordained as a pastor within the Lutheran 

Church ï Missouri Synod on Sunday, January 15 during 

the 8:00 worship service. It is at this service that Al will 

take his vows to carry out the functions of the office of 

the Holy Ministry. During the 10:30 am service, Al will 

be installed as SMP Pastor at Lord of Life. Each of these 

services will be different and will celebrate our life to-

gether as a congregation as Al moves into a different area 

of ministry as he serves in the pastoral office. Mark this 

date on your calendar and plan to join the congregation in 

worship and celebration. 

LORD OF LIFE  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

O give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is good and 
his mercy endures forever! 

There will be a special Thanksgiving 

service at 10 AM on November 24. 
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COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE COME 
 

 

November is a popular month for many Americans.  In the farm belt most of the crops have been harvested 

and stored safely away.  In other areas snow has already fallen and skiers are anxious to head for the hills to 

get an early start on the new ski season.  Sports fans are treated to a large number of college and profes-

sional football games.  But perhaps the best thing about November is THANKSGIVING DAY.  

 

Christians love to join together with fellow Christians and sing hymns of harvest and thanksgiving like: 

 

ñCome, ye thankful people come; raise the song of harvest-home. 

All be safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin; 

God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied. 

Come to Godôs own temple, come; raise the song of harvest-home.ò (TLH, 574, v 1) 

 

Christians and Lutheran Christians, in particular, recall how Dr. Martin Luther explained the meaning of the 

petition ñGive us this day our daily bread.ò  Luther said that ñGod certainly gives daily bread to everyone 

without our prayers, even to all wicked people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to real-

ize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.ò  He then went on to explain what is meant by 

daily bread with these words:  ñDaily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and wants 

of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout 

husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good 

weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.ò 

 

Thatôs quite a list of things for which to be thankful.  We enjoy these many blessings because two things 

that God delights in doing are ñloving and giving.ò  This is stated so clearly in the well-known words of 

John 3:16 (NIV):  ñGod so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him shall not perish but have eternal life.ò 

 

St. Paul, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, penned these words in Romans 8:31-32 (NIV):  ñHe [God] who 

did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us allðhow will He not also, along with Him, graciously 

give us all things?ò 

 

A suggestion for Christians each morning is to pray, ñThank You, Lord, for the gifts of life, health, work,  

family, friends, home, daily bread and this new day.  Bless and protect us this day in all our activities, 

travels, work and play.ò 

 

One of the best benefits that comes with thanksgiving is thanksliving that shows up as we freely and joy-

fully manage all of life and lifeôs resources for Godôs purposes. That is Christian stewardship in the best 

sense of the word. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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HYMNALS FOR KENYA 
 

 

 The Lutheran Church in Kenya 

(ELCK) numbers 700 congrega-

tions, 110,000 members, 122 pas-

tors, and 66 deaconesses.  What 

the ELCK does not have is a qual-

ity resource for worship in its na-

tive language. 

 

The Hymnals for Kenya project is 

taking care of that need.  A Lu-

theran Hymnal in the Swahili lan-

guage is being produced and is 

scheduled to be released in Febru-

ary 2012. 

 

Lord of Life Foundation recently 

donated $300 toward the Hymnals 

for Kenya project.   

 

This completes the distribution of 

funds for the current year for the 

Foundation.  This final disburse-

ment brings the total distribution of 

the Foundation in 2011 to  

$14,000.The complete 2011 distri-

bution list is as follows: 

 

$6,000 for the Dominican Republic 

mission; 

$2,000 for the Lutheran  Bible 

School in Sora, Panama; 

$2,000 to LAMP (formerly Lu-

theran Association of Missionary 

Pilots)  to assist an American In-

dian with his seminary education;  

$2,000 to Soldiers of the Cross (a 

supplementary retirement fund for 

elderly LCMS pastors who retired 

prior to the synodôs present retire-

ment program and are in financial 

need;  

$1,200 for the 1001 Orphans  pro-

ject through LCMS World Relief;  

$500 to International Student Mis-

sionðSt. Louis; and  

$300 to Hymnals for Kenya. 

 
 

 

 
 

LORD OF LIFE  
FOUNDATION 

 

Find our more about the Lord 

of Life Foundation (including 

how to make contributions) at 

the congregationôs web site by 

going to the ñMissionsò page. 

lordoflifelcms.org 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, 

December 17, at 2:00 pm to go 

Christmas Caroling. We are plan-

ning to visit some of the local nurs-

ing homes and members of Lord of 

Life that aren't able to get out 

much.  

This is a great opportunity for the 

whole family to WITNESS to oth-

ers and tell the Christmas story 

through song. After caroling we 

will come back to church and have 

cookies and cocoa. We will send 

out all the details once all the plans 

are made.   
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 
Mark you calendars! 
 
November 27 is the First 

Sunday of Advent.  Which 

reminds us of several things: 

 

1. The 19th annual Return to 

Bethlehem is just around the 

corner.  See page 5 for details. 

 

2. There will be midweek 

Advent services on the 

Wednesdays of Advent.  

Special services will be held 

on Wednesdays November 30, 

December 7, 14, and 21 at 

7:00 PM.   

Series theme:  God is in the 

Manger  by Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer. 

 

Week One:  Waiting 

Week Two:  Mystery 

Week Three:  Redemption 

Week Four:  Incarnation 

 

(Bonhoefferôs God is in the 

Manger book is available at 

Amazon.com  -  $8 

paperback; $6.66 Kindle 

edition) 

 

3. Christmas Eve Services: 

   6:00 PM Family Service 

   10:30 PM Candlelight      

   Communion 

 

4. Christmas Day:   

     One service with  

     Communion  at 10:00 AM 

 

5. New Yearôs Eve and Day 

     There will be a New 

    Yearôs Eve service  at 7  

     PM.    

     On Sunday January 1 there  

     will be one service with  

    Communion at 10 AM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRAPBOOKING, CRAFTING, 
CHRISTMAS CARDS  

 
Join us for a day of fellowship 

and crafting on Saturday Novem-

ber 12, 2011 from 8:00 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m. Bring those projects 

that you have been working on 

and enjoy a day of crafting, 

movie watching and catching up 

with friends.  

 

We also thought that it might be 

fun to sell or trade some of our 

extra crafting supplies by having 

a mini supply garage sale. If there 

are items that you would like to 

sell or trade, mark them with 

your name and price and we can 

have some tables set up.  

 

There will be no cost for this 

event. If you plan on attending, 

please bring a snack to share and 

everyone will be responsible for 

their own drinks and lunch. So 

that I can set up tables, please let 

me know if you plan to attend by 

calling Cindy at 314-409-2385 or 

emailing at 

cindy@smsrecruiters.com  

 

Hope to see you there!! 

CHILDRENõS PROGRAM 
 

The childrenôs Christmas worship 

will be Sunday, December 18 at 

the 10:30 service. During the 

month of November, speaking and 

non-speaking parts will be distrib-

uted to children. They also will 

begin learning their parts during 

the Sunday School hour. It is very 

important for children to be in at-

tendance during November and 

December as music for the pro-

gram is also learned. Parents hav-

ing questions should speak with 

Vicar Al. 

IMPACT 78  
THANKSGIVING DINNER 
 

Each year the 7th and 8th grade 

gathers for a Thanksgiving cele-

bration before confirmation class. 

This yearôs dinner will take place 

Thursday, November 17 at 5:30 

p.m. Once again, the dinner will be 

for parents and families! To pre-

pare for this feast, reservations 

need to be made with Vicar Al by 

November 10. Turkey, dressing, 

potatoes and gravy will be pro-

vided. Each class member is asked 

to bring their favorite food to share 

at the dinner.  

mailto:cindy@smsrecruiters.com
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KIDS DAY OUT 
Things have changed a bit in our Kidsô Day Out classes this year, but it 

has been a very positive experience! Our classes are a little smaller and 

we have added hours to the day to meet the needs of our families. And 

we have also added a class of 18 to 24 month olds! 

 

We are all still getting to know each other but everything is running 

smoothly! We have enjoyed the beautiful weather that autumn has 

brought and the children are learning about all the wonderful gifts that 

God gives us every day. 

 

Every month we focus on a color, shape and number. We also have a 

theme that we plan our crafts and learning around. This month we are 

having fun with apples, pumpkins, leaves and trees. 

 

At this age, children love to sing and do finger plays, and of course, read 

books! We spend a lot of time on manners, sharing, and learning our 

class schedule. Routines are very important for children this age and it is 

amazing how quickly they catch on! 

 

We look forward to the year ahead as we will be meeting other new 

friends joining our classes!! It is so enjoyable to watch this age grow and 

mature in such a short time! They are truly Godôs gifts! 

                                                     Cathy Dailey 

 
 
 

RETURN TO BETHLEHEM 
 
MARK THE DATES 
 
Performances: 

 

Friday December 2  -  

6:00 PM till 8:00 PM 

 

Saturday December  3  -   

2:00 PM till 5:00 PM 

 

Sunday December 4  -  2:00 PM till 5:00 PM 

 

Heavy set-up Friday November 18  -  4:00 PM till 6:00 PM 

Building & decorating Saturday November 19  9:00 AM till 12:00 noon 

Rehearsal, costume pick up Monday November 28  -  7 PM  - 8:30 PM 

Tear Down Saturday December 10  -  9:00 AM till 12:00 noon 

 

BOOK FAIR   
Our annual book fair will be in the 

Welcome Center the Sundays of 

November 6 and 13, and the week 

in between. The fair selections are 

from Usborne Books this year and 

include children, teenage, and 

adult books. We've never had a 

book fair by Usborne, so we en-

courage you to see the new offer-

ings. Please think about doing 

some of your Christmas shopping 

at the book fair. Proceeds will help 

supply the Preschool with needed 

books and equipment. 
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ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 
The fifth annual Advent by Candlelight dinner will be 
held at Lord of Life on Sunday, December 18, 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. In addition to a delicious 
dinner, there will be entertainment.  
 
If you are interested in attending and have not yet 
signed up, please do so right away. You can sign up to host a table 
(instructions in the Welcome Center), help serve the dinner or clean 
up, bring a casserole or dessert, or just come for fun. If all spots are 
taken, we will have a wait list and will try really hard to seat everyone 
who is on the wait list. 
 
As we did last year, wine will be permitted at the dinner. Attendees 
may bring their own bottles. We are confident that proper 
responsibility will be taken by all to insure safe travel after the dinner. 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Did you know:  

 

Every two seconds someone in America needs blood.  

 

More than 38,000 pints of blood are needed in the U.S. every day. 

  

Only 38 percent of the population is eligible to donate and just a frac-

tion of those eligible - about 8 percent - actually donate blood.  

 

The need for blood is constant and the blood supply must be regularly 

replenished. That is why it is so important that generous donors 

like you give regularly. 

 

Lord of Life will sponsor a blood drive through the American Red Cross 

on Monday, November 7, from 3 to 7 p.m.  We would like to have 28 to 

30 donors scheduled to give blood. We do need to set up appointments so 

the Red Cross is prepared with supplies and personnel. Following an ap-

pointment schedule will also keep things flowing more smoothly. The en-

tire process from start to finish will be approximately one hour of your 

time. If you are interested in donating, please sign up in the Welcome Cen-

ter or call Sharon in the church office.  

We also need volunteers to help with check in, check out, greeters and 

snacks. If you can help at any time during the blood drive, please sign up 

in the Welcome Center or call Sharon in the church office.  

  Is this Possible? What will this 
new kid look like? 
  Want a kid without the attitude? 

Without the behavior that makes 

you slink away in the grocery store 

and pretend youôre not the parent? 

A kid with character who isnôt a 

character? If youôre tired of defiant 

attitudes and power struggles with 

your little ankle-biters or the disre-

spectful hormone group, join a 

special video that began Sunday, 

October 30 during the education 

hour but will continue until De-

cember 4 so there is still time to 

catch much of the class. 

 

Facilitated by Vicar Al Muck and 

featuring Dr. Kevin Leman, Have a 

New Kid by Friday is your 5-day 

action planðMonday through Fri-

dayðthat really works! With his 

signature wit and commonsense 

psychology, internationally recog-

nized family expert Dr. Kevin 

Leman reveals why your kids do 

what they do and what you can do 

about itðstarting right now. 

Anyone can do it. All it takes is 

you deciding to stand up and take 

charge. Want a great kid? Want to 

be a great parent? Then take the 5-

day challenge. Someday your kid 

will thank you for it. 
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NEWS FROM THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
On October 9 Amigos de Christo Lutheran Church in Las Americas, 

Dominican Republic was dedicated.  On that joyful day 14 children and 

young people were baptized and several were confirmed.  Two members 

of Lord of Life were privileged to be there ð Rev. Nilo Figur and Barbara 

Below.   

 

Barbara reported to our congregation on October 16 how the Lord is 

working mightily in the Dominican Republic Lutheran Mission.  She also 

reported on the Good Shepherd Lutheran Home for the developmentally 

disabled, indicating that because of the love and care afforded the 

children, most of them are now off their medications and attending school    

 

The Lord of Life Foundation was able to make a donation of $6,000 in 

support of the Good Shepherd Home earlier this year.  There are links to 

recent newsletters from the Dominican Republic Lutheran Mission on the 

home page of Lord of Lifeôs web site.  Please remember Pastor Ted Krey, 

and the Dominican people in your prayers.  

 

THRIVENT BUILDSñHABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
 

On October 14, Lord of Life participated in Thrivent Builds ï Habitat for 

Humanity by sending 7 members to volunteer in helping build one of the 

many houses Habitat is constructing in North St. Louis City.  Debbie, 

Darrell, and Stephen Schelp, Bill Loebig, Dennis Oneal, Larry Finn, and 

Marty Schamber spent the day working with other Christians building 

walls, insulating, and installing windows.  The day was extra special 

having Shondra, the home buyer, there with one of her 3 teenage children.  

With the Habitat program, the home buyer, their family, and friends are 

required to work at least 400 hours on their house. 

 

Thrivent Financial is heavily involved with Habitat for Humanity giving 

hundreds of thousands of dollars every year to sponsor some of the houses 

being constructed.  For several years the Thrivent Builds program has 

sponsored houses in the St. Louis area.  Under the organizational 

leadership and financial support of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and 

the volunteers from the other churches in the Thrivent West County 

Chapter including Lord of Life, many families now have new homes they 

are buying while improving their community. 

 

Thrivent Builds is just one way Lord of Life members can work together 

as a congregation and with other Christians as witnesses to our faith in 

serving our neighbor.  May the Lord challenge us with more opportunities 

to serve and may we be ready to serve in mercy and with grateful hearts 

for all He has done for us! 

 

Marty Schamber  

Congregational Advocate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEND ME SATURDAY 
Over the past few weeks we have 

been exploring our Christian Life 

as one that is a life of WITNESS, 

as we make confession of our 

faith to one another; MERCY , as 

we reach out with the hands of 

Jesus to serve as he has served us; 

and LIFE TOGETHER as we 

come together as the body of 

Christ and walk together in the 

faith we received our baptism. 

 

On Saturday, November 12, indi-

viduals and families have the op-

portunity to participate in ñSend 

Me Saturdayò where Lutherans 

from across St. Louis County we 

go and be the hands and feet of 

Jesus by serving the needs of the 

community. Here is a link to the 

website that lists all the mercy 

opportunities for the day. Here is 

what I would like you to do. Re-

view the list to see if there is an 

event you would like to partici-

pate in. My hope is to have a 

group from Lord of Life partici-

pate in one or more of these 

events. At this point, DO NOT 

REGISTER for an event. Rather, 

send me an email with the  event 

you would like to be a part of and 

Iôll coordinate the choices and 

begin the registration process. 

Some of these projects will fill 

quickly so if possible, respond to 

me this week with you choice. 
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November 
Birthdays  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 
Baptism Birthdays  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November Wedding Anniversaries  
 
7    Dorothea & Earl Becker  
14   Rick & Karen Moceri 
19   Jeremy & Jennifer Schamber 
14   Don & Judy Roberts 
24   Brian & Sue Andrew 

2 Gordon Watson  
4 Jean Urban 
7 Marilyn Evensen  
   Adam Roderique  
8 Margie Jacob  
   Mary Ellen Witte 
9 Tom Dickson 
10 Jim Rogers 
11 David Newell 
12 Sara Sidhu 
    Samantha Sosa 
13 Garland Clermont 
14 Beth Bossi 
     Becky Greer 

15 Kandy Asmus 
     Fred Schulz 
     Shelly Haury 
16  Teddy Jones 
17  Lola Finn 
      Kayllin Schwandner 
18  Peggy Krause 
22  Matt Janssen 
      Joe Mowczko 
26  Ava Moceri 
      Jim Urban 
27  Marty Schamber 

2    Brooklyn Babb 
      Taylor Burlis 
3 Anna Brandt 
4 Michael Cross 
6 Ryan Sachtleben 
8    Taylor Rieker 
10 Audra McFarland 
14  Alexander Goff 
      Judie Koski 
16 Christopher Doebert 
      Helen Pine 
17 Meredith Springs 
 

17 Lucas May 
20 Yvette Hagstrom 
25 Leah Schamber 
26 Mara Threewitt 
27 Marilyn Evensen 
      Adam Roderique 
28  Garland Clermont 
      Chad Gutzler 
      Carol Watson 
      Tim Wissmann 
29 Tom Dickson 
30 Debra Marx 

Happy  
Birthday!  
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PRESCHOOL AND KIDS DAY OUT 

 
 October was a month full of fun fall activities.  Our first family event was 
the Open House here one evening.   It was great seeing the families ï meeting 
older brothers and sisters, saying hello to some of the dads for the first time, and 
just having a casual time in the classrooms.   
 
 The preschool classes took a Family Field Trip to Thies Farm on two 
gorgeous days.  Parents and children alike (sometimes even siblings) played in 
the mazes, zip lines, towers, slides, swings, pirate ship, etc.  We rode in the 
wagon around the farm to see the cauliflower, broccoli, cabbage, peppers, 
pumpkins, raspberries, peaches and many other vegetables.  What a great 
learning experience!  Then we shared a snack of crackers and drinks.  We really 
appreciate the great participation by our families. 
 
 Our oldest kids walked to the Fire Station for a guided tour ï a very 
exciting experience.  The kids look so cute walking up the church driveway, all in 
their purple Lord of Life t shirts.  We love that we are so close that we are able to 
walk. 
 
 Picture day was a delight.  I always love to watch the children pose for 
the photographer.  What a challenge for these photographers.  The pictures we 
get of the whole classes are such keepsakes.  And no matter how many times 
she tries to catch the whole class looking at her, there is always one who is not!  
Itôs preschool ï what can you do? 
 
 As I write this article, there are two events that are still to occur in 
October.  On the 24th, in the evening, all of the preschoolers and their dads are 
invited to bring a pumpkin up to decorate.  Weôll all be in the Fellowship Hall.  
The teachers put out many different types of decorations to glue, paint or color 
onto the pumpkins.  We take a picture of each pumpkin with the creators.  A lot 
of fun and a looked forward to time by the dads who have participated in the 
past. 
 
 Our preschool moms are presently planning the class Halloween parties.  
They get very creative with the crafts, games and snacks.  The children will 
come dressed in their costumes and party, party.  We are very grateful to all of 
the moms who plan and run the parties. 
 
 We attend Chapel with Mr. Al a couple times a month.  The children 
have been participating and listening and learning.  We love this special time 
with Jesus and we are so grateful that Mr. Al loves us all. 
 
 October has been a busy month for new students arriving.  Weôve 
enrolled twelve new children so far in October.  We are so pleased that they 
have chosen Lord of Life.   
 
 Please remember the teachers, students and families in your prayers.   
 
Elaine Robertson 

NEWSLETTER NEWS 
 

 

We have a new publisher for our 

monthly newsletter Lifelines ð 

LPi which stands for Liturgical 

Publications Inc.  As you can see, 

this new company enable s us to 

use more colors  in the  newsletter. 

 

Pastor Jim Rogers remains the edi-

tor.  Please direct any comments 

and send any articles to him at  

 

jrogers@lordoflifelcms.org 

 

Deadline for the December issue is 

Friday November 18. 

IMPACT 
Trout Lodge Weekend 
 
All youth registered for the Trout 

Lodge Weekend are to meet at 

Lord of Life by 8 a.m. on Novem-

ber 5 to begin another great week-

end. Donôt forget to bring your re-

lease forms, cool weather clothing 

and adventurous spirit. There may 

still be room for one more so check 

with Vicar Al for any last minute 

openings. 
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CIRCLE OF CONCERN 
 

November needs for West County 

Circle of Concern  are as follows: 

 
 
 

 Cereal 

 Canned Meat & Tuna  

Canned Fruit 

Spaghettios/Canned Pasta 

 Pudding/Jello 

Paper Towels 

  

The Yellow Meal-A-Month Bags are 

on the Circle of Concern barrel in the entryway.  Please take one, 

bring your items in those bags or a paper bag, and place them in the 

barrel.  Circle has informed us that they can no longer reuse plastic 

grocery bags.  They can only accept brown paper bags.   

 

Each month the Circle feeds over 1,700 people living in western St. 

Louis County. 

Thanks for your support! 
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LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
15750 BAXTER ROAD 
CHESTERFIELD, MO 63017 

Our Mission 
 

Glorify God by growing Biblical, committed and loving followers of Jesus Christ, by His Mercy, our Worship, Witness and Life Together.  

 

Our Vision 
 

The vision of Lord of Life is to be a caring and growing Christian family that exists for the sake of others, a church that intentionally 
cultivates the work of Christ and the growth of His kingdom in our local community, our region and the world.  

 

Our Staff  
 

Pastor  .................................................................................................................................. Mark G. Below  
Pastoral Assistant  .............................................................................................................. Jim Rogers  
Vicar ...................................................................................................................................... Al Muck  
Director of Choirs ................................................................................................................ Matthew Janssen  
Assistant Musician .............................................................................................................. Anna Brandt  
Director of Early Childhood Education (Preschool/Kids Day Out) .................................. Elaine Robertson  
Office Manager ..................................................................................................................... Sharon Koch  

Praise God  
From Whom  
All Blessings Flow 

The Lifelines newsletter is published monthly by:  
Lord of Life Lutheran Church  
www.lordoflifelcms.org  
Phone: 636-532-0400 Fax: 636-536-2322  
Editor: Jim Rogers  jrogers@lordoflifelcms.org 


