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Mercy Trip to the Dominican Republic 
 
Continuing our partnership with Pastor Ted Krey in the Dominican Re-
public, a work trip is being planned for October 2012. This trip will in-
volve some form of construction, depending on the specific need. The 
only requirement is a desire to work with your hands and get a little 
dirty. Anyone having such an interest in making the trip is asked to 
contact Pastor Al for more information.  
 
A trip in the summer of 2013 is being planned which will have an edu-
cation focus, perhaps leading a vacation Bible school or other faith 
nurturing event. No specific skills will be needed for this trip so anyone 
who would like to have an international mission experience should 
consider this opportunity. 
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I recall growing up that Mom would often have a piece of paper in the kitchen.  As she went through the week preparing 
meals or doing other tasks around the house she would think of something she would need to get from the grocery store. 
Whatever item it was, she would write it on the grocery list. Taking a grocery list to the store makes really good sense.  It 
insures that you buy the things you really need. Todayôs grocery stores are filled with thousands of items that the store 
thinks you might need. Identifying your needs before going into the store not only cuts down the time you are in the gro-
cery store but helps you to focus only on the things you actually need. The goal of the grocery store is to provide for the 
needs of any family walking through its doors. 
 
There are some similarities to the church and the families walking through the door of Lord of Life Church and Preschool. 
Every family, regardless of size, age or make up, comes with a list of spiritual and emotional needs and often physical 
needs. One of their desires is that the church assist in meeting those needs, the things on their list. Every good grocery 
store is in touch with its customers,  knows their potential needs, and stocks the store accordingly. It is just as important 
for the church to be aware of the needs of our families if it is going to have an effective ministry to and with the families. 
 
During two weeks in March, all members age 18 and older are being asked to participate in a Family Needs Survey.  This 
is a part of our three yearlong participation in the Family Ministry Network that will guide us in our effort to become a con-
gregation that raises up families and encourages and equips them to pass on the faith to the next generation. 
 
Taking the survey is important!  It will help us direct our resources to what is most important. It will cover a wide range of 
issues like congregational demographics; personal wellbeing issues; marriage issues; general family issues; parenting 
issues and spiritual health issues. 
 
The survey will be completely anonymous and confidential.  It is will be analyzed by an independent outside firm. One of 
the results of the survey is that it will initiate a discussion about family among leaders, ministry teams and among the 
families in the congregation. Most importantly, it will provide data to guide programming in all ministry areas. 
 
Beginning Sunday, March 11 and continuing through Sunday, March 25, members of Lord of Lifeôs Family Life Team will 
be in the Welcome Center each Sunday to assist you in taking the survey. For those who like the convenience of com-
puter based surveys, it may be taken on the computers that will be available in the Welcome Center.  You may also  ac-
cess the survey directly from the comfort of your home. Paper surveys will also be available in the Welcome Center for 
you to complete during one of your visits to church. Members of the Family Life team will be available to answer any 
questions and offer their assistance. The survey will take between 20-25 minutes to complete,  and will provide Lord of 
Life a wealth of valuable information that can be used in future ministry planning. 
 
Please help shape the future of our ministry to families by completing the Family Needs Survey  
during the March 11-25 window.  
 
Remember: 
¶ All members age 18 and over are asked to complete the survey. 
¶ You may complete a paper survey in the Welcome Center anytime during March 11-25. 
¶ You may complete the same survey online at http://surveygoldplus.com/s/1344BE3B11AC4ED6/31.htm or go to the      

congregational website at www.lordoflifelcms.org and click on a link that will take you to the survey. 

Please contact Pastor Al with any questions about the survey or how you might participate. 

 

http://surveygoldplus.com/s/1344BE3B11AC4ED6/31.htm
http://www.lordoflifelcms.org
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LENTEN SCHEDULE 
 
Midweek Lenten services continue through March on the Wednesdays of Lent at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM.   
 
Theme for the 11:00 AM services is ñOur Suffering Savior.ò  We are looking at the book of Isaiah and focus in particular on the 
Fourth Servant Song in Isaiah 52:13 through 53:12.  These verses reflect on the suffering, death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world.   
 
Dates and themes for the remaining services are as follows: 
 
Midweek 2 (February 29):  Appearances Can Be Deceiving (Isaiah 52:14; 53:2-3) 
Midweek 3 (March 7):  "By His Wounds We Are Healed" (Isaiah 53:4-5) 
Midweek 4 (March 14):  Stray Sheep (Isaiah 53:6) 
Midweek 5 (March 21):  Knowing When to Keep Quiet (Isaiah 53:7) 
Midweek 6 (March 28):   Is There No Justice? (Isaiah 53:8) 
Maundy Thursday (April 5):   Bloodbath (Isaiah 52:15) 
Good Friday (April 6):  A Rich Burial (Isaiah 52:15) 
 
Theme for the 7:00 PM services is  ñGodôs Gift of Forgiveness.ò  We are focusing on the seven penitential psalms (6, 32, 38, 
51, 102, 130, and 143).  A special focus will be on the practice of Confession and Absolution.   
 
Dates and themes for the remaining services are as follows: 
 
Midweek 2 (February 29): ñHiding from God or Hiding in God?ò  (Psalm 32) 
Midweek 3 (March 7):  "Come Quickly to Help Me" (Psalm 38) 
Midweek 4 (March 14):  ñAgainst You and For Meò (Psalm 51) 
Midweek 5 (March 21):  ñGodôs Enduring Presence for Youò (Psalm 102) 
Midweek 6 (March 28):  ñTeach Me to Do Your Will, for You are My God.ò  (Psalm 143) 
Maundy Thursday (April 5):  ñDeliveredò (Psalm 116) 
Good Friday (April 6):  ñDivine Forgetfulnessò (Psalm 130) 
 
The 7:00 PM Wednesday services are preceded by Soup Suppers, with serving from 5:45 until 6:30 PM.   



 

 

4 Volume 36  Issue # 3 

Children learn about Jesusõ Parables During the Vacation Bible School in Sor§ 
 
 The ñLittle Bible Schoolò of Sor§, a ministry of Emanuel Lutheran Church, held its annual Vacation Bible 

School (VBS) during the first week of February with a good number of children in attendance.  This year, VBS 

was held later in the summer so that the new pastor, Rev. Immer Montoya, could participate and share the experi-

ence, according to Marta Peterson, director of the ñBible school.ò 

 

A group of 47 children from the town, 12 teachers and 6 volunteer cooks participated in this evangelistic event 

under the theme ñThe Parables of Jesus.ò  Youth from the congregation served as teachers and assistants under the 

direction of ñSe¶ora Marta.ò  Spanish language materials from Concordia Publishing House were used. 

 

The children learned a variety of songs related to the parables each day.  They also did handicrafts in class that 

they could take home to share the message of the day with their families.  All of the classes were held in the open 

air under the shade of the large mango and guava trees on the property of the church. 

 

Volunteer mothers prepared a hot lunch for the children and teachers each day, some of whom came from quite a 

distance.  Each child was asked to bring a vegetable or something else to contribute to the meal the cooks prepared 

over a wood fire each day.  Art Berkoski, a friend of the congregation who lives near Sorá, donated the meat and 

chicken for the meals.  This hot lunch assures that the children received a nutritious meal after studying all morn-

ing, and they could return to their homes full of both physical and spiritual ñfood.ò 

 

ñI feel really happy with the results of the VBS this year,ò commented Se¶ora Marta (as the children know her).  

ñThe teachers worked hard to share the lessons each day, and it really pleased me to hear the children singing the 

messages from the parables they had learned.  These seeds that were planted in their hearts last week will grow 

and produce fruit in the future.  And as the Scriptures say, you will know the tree by its fruit.ò 

 

ñWe give thanks to God for this marvelous opportunity to share the love of Jesus, and the Good News that He 

brought to the world, with these children and their families,ò added Se¶ora 

Marta.  ñAnd I truly thank God for this chance to be instruments in His 

hands.ò 

Lord of Life Foundation 
The Lord of Life Foundation has been privileged to give over $100,000 in its brief history in support of various missions around 
the world, including $14,000 last year.  Please know that your Foundation Committee is always open to receiving new ideas for 
its funding of various mission endeavors.  Feel free to contact a member of the committee with your ideas.  Committee mem-
bers include Don Stenzel, Barb Below, Sharon Delmore, John Koski, and Pastor Jim Rogers. 
 

We encourage Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members to consider designating their Choice Dollars for the Foundation.  In 
order to do that, first designate your Choice Dollars to Lord of Life Lutheran Church, and then indicate to Financial Secretary 
Peggy Krause or Office Manager Sharon Koch that you wish to have your Dollars go to the Foundation.   Begin by logging on 
to thrivent.com/thriventchoice.   
 
In 2011 the Foundation granted $2,000 to Emanuel Lutheran Church in Sora, Panama.  Ken Peterson recently sent 

an update concerning the ministry there.  See the story below. 
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PRESCHOOL  
REGISTRATION 
 
Registration is 
open for the 2012-
2013 school year 
which begins in 
September.  We 
will have classes 
available for chil-
dren as young as 
18 months and as 
old as 5 years.  
For more informa-
tion, either visit the 
w e b s i t e  a t 
www.lordoflifelcms
.org or call Elaine 
at 636-532-0400 
ext. 28. 

PRESCHOOL AND KIDSõ DAY OUT 
 
The first half of February was dedicated to LOVE.  There were hearts everywhere.  
Cards were made for parents, artwork was displayed with the theme of love and 
friends.  One class even learned about the human heart and circulation system!  The 
units were closed with a party in each room.  Parents planned the parties consisting of 
crafts, games and a snack.  We are so thankful for our creative and dedicated parents 
who made the day very special for the children. 
 
With all of that candy, cookies and sugar around, we finished the month learning 
about dental health!  We had a special visitor come to talk to the children:  Dr. James 
Stanford, a dentist in the west county area.  He has visited us for many years now and 
the children love his presentation.  Hopefully it makes an impact on them in their food 
choices and cleaning of their teeth. 
 
The teachers and I took a Friday afternoon to go to a workshop.  It was attended by 
about 12 other preschools in the area.  The presenters were a speech-language pa-
thologist, a physical therapist and an occupational therapist.  We are always inter-
ested in expanding our knowledge so that we can best help the children that attend 
our school.  Many points were made during the workshop that we will be able to use in 
general here and with specific children.   
 
We are looking forward to our annual Spring Fling.  This is an evening event to which 
all families are invited.  We will have crafts set up in four classrooms and the kids can 
make each of them and then enjoy a hot dog dinner in the Fellowship Hall.  This is a 
popular event that draws a large number of our preschool families.  Any family in the 
church that has preschool-age children iswelcome to attend also. 

 

We welcomed the birth of Grace Dunning, sister of Drew who attends now and 
Stephen who graduated.  All are doing well.  We also welcomed the birth of Chandler, 
first granddaughter of Nancy Kyle, the Jr. Kindergarten teacher.   

 

We have received most of the chairs and tables that we ordered as a result of the 
cards fundraiser we held in November.  They look great in the classrooms and we are 
so excited to have a fresh look.  A huge thanks to all of you for your generosity.  Take 
a walk through the education wing and see what weôre doing! 

 

Elaine Robertson 

Family Noodle Night and Trivia  

Sunday, March 4 at 5 pm, all Jr. and Sr. High youth are invited to bring their families 

to ñFamily Noodle Nightò. This will be a potluck dinner where each 

family is to bring a dish made with noodles. Following the noodle fest 

there will be a challenging game of Trivia, complete with prizes. 

http://www.lordoflifelcms.org
http://www.lordoflifelcms.org
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MISSOURI DISTRICT SENIOR HIGH GATHERING  

 

 STRONG, FIRM AND STEADFAST IN CHRIST FOR JOPLIN 

 

JUNE 21-24 

 

Cost: $125 

 

MISSOURI SOUTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY, JOPLIN, MO.  

 

PRESENTER: REV. PAUL STARK, OZARK MISSION PLANTER                                                    

 
And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace,  

who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ,  

will himself restore, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 

(1 Peter 5:10 ESV)  
 

Plans are well underway for the District Senior High Gathering in Joplin. We will partner with Immanuel 

Lutheran Church in Joplin and Trent Davis, Immanuelôs director of disaster response, to provide service in 

the Joplin community.  

 

The addition of one day to the gathering schedule will allow for two full days of service. Once back on cam-

pus, gathering participants will join together each evening for uplifting music and a Scripture-based look at 

the daily theme.  

 

Late-night fun and fellowship will include use of the universityôs swimming pool, gym and fitness area as 

well as other activities. 

 

Contact Pastor Al for registration forms. 
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Fit Friends  
Physical Education Class 

 
The preschool kids have been having a BLAST in Fit Friends!    The goal of Fit Friends classes is to bring a foundation of exer-
cise, proper nutrition and health awareness to our children at an early age.  Weôd like to impact the entire family through this 
positive influence on the children!   
 
During the Fit Friends classes, our children are presented with a wide variety of movement experiences designed to improve 
physical coordination, enhance basic sensory functioning and a positive self-image.  We also discuss the benefits of making 
healthy eating choices. 
 
  Each week, our children learn the basics of: 
   Warming up before any sport or exercise 
   Balance skills 
   Exercise 
   Locomotor skills 
   Hand-eye and foot-eye coordination 
   Body and space awareness 
   Learning about our muscle groups 
   Many other safety and health-related issues 
 
This past month we have been learning our overhand and underhand throws as well as many balancing skills, like the tree 
pose.  You may find your child doing the tree pose or one of our finger plays as they go throughout their day! 
 
The children LOVE the upbeat stories, movement, music and activities!  Most importantly, they will be establishing fitness hab-
its and learning ways to live a healthy and happy lifestyle.  I hope they come home and share what they have learned, so fit-
ness can become a family project.  Working together, we can make physical fitness a lifelong habit! 
 

Your Fit Friends Teacher,  

Diane Mapes ð ñCoach Dianeò   
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE CLASSES 
 
Beginning on Sunday March 11 there will once again be two options for Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class. 
 
In the front half of the Fellowship Hall (the kitchen side) Pastor Mark Below will continue ñLutheranism 101.ò  Concordia Pub-
lishing House says of Lutheranism 101:  It ñexamines our Lutheran beliefs and heritage in a fresh way.ò 
 
In the back half of the Fellowship Pastor Jim Rogers will lead a class called ñExploring Godôs Word.ò  CPH says ñExploring 
Godôs Word helps you gain a broader understanding of what the Bible means when viewed as a whole ï not simply as a col-
lection of individual books.ò  The 12 session overview of the Old Testament includes maps, charts, a glossary, and a section of 
intriguing Bible facts. 
 
Join us for one of these interesting classes which meet from 9:15 until 10:10 every  
Sunday morning! 
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MONTHLY ELECTRONICS RECYCLING RESUMES 
 
Web Innovations & Technology Services (WITS), a not-for-profit organization, and the  

City of Chesterfield have teamed up to provide West County residents with a FREE monthly  

drop-off location for all electronics. 

 

The e-cycling collection site will be located at east end of the Chesterfield Valley Athletic Complex on the Parks 

& Recreation Building parking lot located at 17891 North Outer 40. Items can be dropped off every fourth Sat-

urday of the month from February to November from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

No fees will be charged, but a donation to cover handling expenses will be appreciated. 

 

Accepted Items: 

¶ Computers, Laptops, Monitors, Printers, Cables and Peripherals (Keyboards and Mice etc.) 

¶ Networking Equipment, Telecommunications, Phones, Clocks, Etc. 

¶ TVs, VCRs, Stereos and audio/video/satellite/cable equipment 

¶ Home electronics, blenders, toasters, etc. 

¶ ALL White Goods: Washers, Dryers, dishwashers, furnaces and A/C equipment 

¶ Electrical, Cabling, And Communication Machinery And Equipment 

¶ Lawn Equipment, Tools, Old Mowers, Tillers, Etc. 

¶ Old Motors, Transformers, And All Electrical Equipment 

¶ Car and Lead-Containing Batteries 

¶ CDs, VHS, DVDs, Cassettes, DAT, and all types of Software 

¶  
ABSOLUTELY NO PAINTS, TIRES, CHEMICALS/HAZARDOUS or WOOD PRODUCTS will be accepted. 

 

Businesses and residents can also request a low-cost pick up service. All donations are tax deductible. 

 

For more information e-mail rdavis@witsinc.org, call 314-382-1650, or visit www.witsinc.org 

SOUP SUPPERS 
This year we continue our tradition of having a Soup Supper before all Wednesday evening Lenten services.  Ash Wednesday, 
February 22 was our first.  Serving will take place from 5:45 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.  Several groups of members will be providing 
the soup, bread and dessert, setting up and cleaning up.   
 
  Those groups hosting are as follows: 
  (Ash Wednesday  - MMC) 
  February 29 ï Stephen Ministers 
  March 7 ï Lay Ministers 
  March 14 ï Choirs 
  March 21 ï Youth 
  March 28 ï Staff & Trustees 
 
We hope you plan to come to as many Soup Suppers as you can, as well as the Lenten service following at 7:00 p.m. 
 
We are asking those people who will be making soup for the suppers to submit their recipes. If anyone makes a special des-
sert that they would like in the book, that would be great also. Sharon Koch and Elaine Robertson will put together a recipe 
book, probably this summer.  

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?CityofChesterfield/0b07f9d485/a681106bb8/5a59702889
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 March Birthdays  

 
March Baptism Birthdays  
   
  1    Kathryn Greer 
        Jean Urban 
  2    Arella Merritts 
        Ginny Wells 
  3    Cindy Gutzler 
         Alex Sachtleben 
  9    Alex Mehard 
         Kyle Mehard 
  12   Katie Sachtl;eben 
  15   Marcella Quinn 
  17   Kim Doebert 
  20   Brian Strand 
          Matthew Strand 
  22   Michele Klindworth 
  24   Florence Potthast 
  25   Jack Lussky 
  28   Tom Dye 
  29   Paul Kammeyer 
         Ruth Rogers 
  30   Ernie Peck 
  31   Charlie Foy 
 

 
March Wedding  
Anniversaries  
 8   Jason & Kristi Filley 
18  Glenn & Arella Merritts 
26  Bill & Betty Loebig 

1   Grant Epstein 
3    Robbie Doebert 
      Scott Strand 
5    Joe Delmore 
6 Paul Kammeyer 
7 Tom Dye 
10   Ian Bossi 
11 Andrea Dye 
       Madison Filley 
      Doug Mowczko 
12 Jasper Bono 
       Ethan Brandt 
       Carter Gilbert 
 

13 Donna Bremer 
      Abraham Guilfoyle 
      Nicholas Roux 
15  Don Haussels 
16 Larry Finn 
      Carressa Pounds 
17 Florence Potthast 
18 Andrew Haury 
20  Chris Greer 
21 Brittany Corno 
25 Terry Daugherty 
29 Emily Foy 
31  Preston Robertson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SEND ME SATURDAY 
 
Purpose: 
 
Send Me Saturday is a hands-on serving opportunity 
designed to: connect congregations and Christian volun-
teers to service opportunities, encourage the incorpora-
tion of volunteerism in the life of the congregation and 
its members, and support the connection between serv-
ing and spiritual growth in the lives of those participat-
ing. 
 
How it Works: 
 
Area organizations, congregations, and schools will host 
a short-term (4 hour) project that can be completed by a 
group of 5-20 volunteers. Send Me St. Louis will pro-
mote the projects with area congregations, with an em-
phasis on Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod churches. 
Individuals and groups can sign up to serve at one of 
these projects. 
 
Those serving will be invited to participate in a short 
morning devotion and an afternoon reflection and cele-
bration at their project site to rejoice in all that God ac-
complished that day and what He still has planned for 
our lives and our community. 
 
Send Me St. Louis will offer trainings for congregations, 
organizations, schools, and project leaders so as to en-
sure a positive, faith-filled experience for all who partici-
pate and who are served. Send Me will also provide 
each project site with a stipend to partially off-set food, 
project, and celebration costs. 
 
Schedule: 
8:30 ï 9:00 a.m. Brief devotional at the project site 
9 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. Projects 
1:00 ï 2:00 p.m. Lunch, reflection, and celebration ser-
vice at project site 
 
The next Send Me Saturday is scheduled for May 19, 
2012. Mark the date on your calendar and be prepared 
to sign up when information about the projects becomes 
available. 


