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LIFELINES

PASTOR AL MUCK

DCE Al Muck became Vicar Al Muck a couple of years
ago. On Sunday January 15 he became Pastor Al
Muck as he was ordained during the 8:00 AM service.
Pictured above is Pastor Al along with eight other pas-
tors who participated in the ordination service. We re-
joice with Al and pray God’s blessings upon his pas-
toral ministry among us.

This newsletter is published to facilitate communication within our Lord of Life family and to keep in touch with our friends.
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SMALL GROUP BIBLE FELLOWSHIP STARTING SOON!

When: Second and fourth Sundays of the month. Starting: 12 February 2012.

Time: 6:30pm-8pm. 60 minutes of Bible study, 30 minutes of witness, mercy and life together
planning/discussion.

Location: we will rotate from various homes of those participating in the Bible study fellowship. (Jeff and Tracy Heaton’s
home on February 12.)

WMLTSunday
Focus: To be about intentional acts of witness, mercy and a life together wherever God leads us!

WMLTSunday
Purpose: To grow deeper in our personal faith relationship with God!

WMLTSunday
Study: Psalms (This study will correspond with our Midweek Lenten series)

WMLTSunday
Activities: We will actively seek opportunities to be engaged in our witness and acts of mercy as together we
live out our faith.

(WESS . v
S~ A
If you would like to be part of this WMLT Bible Fellowship please email me! j 1
Contact: Pastor Mark Below. mbelow@me.com A~
>

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH AND THE CIVIL WAR

The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod was founded in 1847. The Civil War began just fourteen years later. As you proba-
bly know, Missouri was divided on the issues of secession and slavery. Have you ever wondered how the Civil War affected
the Lutheran Church? Or for that matter, if the Lutheran Church affected the Civil War?

In 1861 Historic Trinity Lutheran in Soulard was a young church pastored by C.F.W. Walther. (Many life-long Lutherans re-
member “Walther League” named after this founding father.) He also served as the first president of the LCMS. How did
Walther feel about slavery? Were any Lutheran congregations directly involved in the war? Were most Lutherans in Mis-
souri loyal to the Union, or did their sympathies lie with the Confederacy? Did Lutheran men join the army? Which army?

These questions and many others will be answered on Wednesday February 15 at Lord of Life. As the E.A.G.L.E.S*. gather
that day they will welcome special guest speaker Rev. Marvin Huggins. Rev. Huggins (recently retired) spent much of his
career working in the Concordia Historical Institute on the campus of Concordia Seminary.

&

The gathering will begin at 11:30 with a brown bag (bring your own) lunch. The program will begin
at noon. While the event is sponsored by the E.A.G.L.E.S., it is open to all. Join the E.A.G.L.E.S.
for lunch, or just come at noon for the program.

(*E.A.G.L.E.S. = Engaged Adults Growing, Learning, and Eagerly Serving.)
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LENTEN SCHEDULE

As 1s our tradition we will have special Midweek Lenten services on the Wednesdays of Lent at
11:00 AM and 7:00 PM.

Theme for the 11:00 AM servicesvi | | be AOur Suffering Savi
Isaiah and focus in particular on the Fourth Servant Song in Isaiah 52:13 through 53:12. These
verses reflect on the suffering, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as the Savior of the
world.

Dates and themes are as follows:

Ash Wednesday(Feb. 22): "Who Has Believed?" (Isaiah 53:1)

Midweek 2 (Feb. 29): Appearances Can Be Deceiving (Isaiah 52:14; 53:2-3)
Midweek 3 (March 7): "By His Wounds We Are Healed" (Isaiah 53:4-5)
Midweek 4 (March 14): Stray Sheep (Isaiah 53:6)

Midweek 5 (March 21): Knowing When to Keep Quiet (Isaiah 53:7)
Midweek 6 (March 28): Is There No Justice? (Isaiah 53:8)

Maundy Thursday (April 5): Bloodbath (Isaiah 52:15)

Good Friday (April 6): A Rich Burial (Isaiah 52:15)

Theme for the 7:00 PM servicesvi | | be nNnGodods Gi ft of For
seven penitential psalms (6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, and 143). A special focus will be on the practice
of Confession and Absolution.

Dates and themes are as follows:

AshWednesday( Feb. 22): "Save Me Because of You
Midweek2( Feb . 29) : AHIi ding from God or Hidin
Midweek 3 (March 7): "Come Quickly to Help Me" (Psalm 38)

Midweek4( Mar ch 14) : AAgainst You and For Meo
Midweek5( Mar ch 21) : ANGodos Enduring Presence
Midweek 6( Mar ch 28) : ATeach Me to Do Your Wil
Maundy Thursday ( Apr i | 5) : ADeliveredo (Psalm 11:¢
Good Friday ( Apr i | 6) : ADi vi ne For g.e Q€ o (

The 7:00 PM Wednesday services will be preceded by Soup Suppers,
with serving from 5:45 until 6:30 PM. (See page 4 for a related
article concerning the Soup Suppers.)



This year we will continue our tradition of having
a Soup Supper before all Wednesday evening
Lenten services. Ash Wednesday, February 22,
will be our first. Dinner will be served between
545 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Several groups of
members will be providing the soup, bread and
dessert, setting up and cleaning up.

Those groups hosting are as follows:

Ash Wednesday - MMC
February 29 - Stephen Ministers
March 7 — Lay Ministers

March 14 - Choirs

March 21 - Youth

March 28 - Staff & Trustees

We hope you plan to come to as many Soup
Suppers as you can, as well as the Lenten ser-
vice following at 7:00 p.m.
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With the cold winds and snow outside, you may need some-
thing to bring you warm thoughts of sunny days and warmer
temperatures. Hereitis....VBS!

Vacation Bible School is planned for July 16-22, 2012. Mark
these dates on your calendar and plan now for your child to
attend or for you to volunteer at VBS.

February 12 will be “Scout Sunday” at Lord of Life.

On Scout Sunday Lord of Life member Cole Hintz will receive
the P.R.A.Y. award. Formerly the “God and Country” pro-
gram,” the P.R.A.Y. program is the religious emblem program
for Protestant youth in grades 1 through 12. Its goal is to
encourage the Christian spiritual growth of children, youth,
and families. The God and Country curriculum is Bible-
based. Lessons are based on scripture passages which are
then accompanied by exercises and activities and reinforced
by a service project of the young person’s own choosing.

The program has four different levels:

God and Me Grades 1-3
God and Family Grades 4-5
God and Church Grades 6-8
God and Life Grades 9-12

Richard Hintz is a Cub Scout leader of a pack that meets at
Lord of Life.

% BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA



The alarm goes off at 6 am and the family begins to stir and rush around to get ready
for the day ahead. Breakfast may consist of a quick bowl of cereal, a pop tart or piece
of fruit or maybe nothing at all and then it's out the door, into the car or down to the bus
stop. Even when everyone comes home, there is much to be done between homework,
athletic practices, music and dance lessons. We read in Psalm 46:10, “Be still and
know that | am God”. It is the being still that is hard for most families. Life is hectic and
full of stress, all the more reason to gather as a family for a time of family devotions, to
be still and let God into our busy lives and receive his peace and comfort. Family
devotions also provide a place for families to talk about the day, to learn about the
highs and lows and to support and encourage one another not only through words but
also in prayer. Through family devotions, parents are modeling for their children that it
is in the Word of God that we find our strength and hope for our live as we seek to be
his witnesses, to reflect the light of Christ in our lives. Parents are modeling for their
children that our faith and relationship with God needs to be a priority in our lives.

Family devotions need not be complicated or take a lot of time. Here is a sample format
to follow for your family devotions:

Sing a hymn - choose a hymn that is known to everyone. Perhaps this could
become your family hymn with which you begin all devotions.

Read the 10 commandments & The commandments are God’s rule, curb and
guide for our lives. As we remember the commandments, we become
mindful of the life God would have us lead.

Speak t he Adtereed ieadtatemett of @het de believe,
teach and confess as we recall the activity and involvement of the Triune
God in our lives.

Devotion 0 Find an age appropriate devotion to read and discuss as a family.
Check out Concordia Publishing House, www.cph.org for some excellent
suggestions. Let a different family member choose and read the devotion
for the day.

Prayers 0 Spend time praying for the needs of each other. Make a list of the
prayer requests and carry the list with you during the week. Prayers don't
need to be eloquent, but from the heart. God knows our needs and hears
our prayers however they come to him.

The Lordds Prayer

Benediction & End with a blessing from Mom or Dad as you hear the words
that God goes with you into the day and night to bless and keep you.

Set time aside regularly and consistently to be still and know that God is God.
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PRESCHOOL
REGISTRATION

We have begun
registration for the
2012-2013 school
year which begins
in September. We
will have classes
available for chil-
dren as young as
18 months and as
old as 5 years.
For more informa-
tion, either visit the
website at
www.lordoflifelcms
.org or call Elaine
at  636-532-0400
ext. 28.



http://www.cph.org
http://www.lordoflifelcms.org
http://www.lordoflifelcms.org
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Poured Out

The Missouri District hosts a variety of youth ministry retreats and gatherings throughout the year, including the twice-a-year
Junior High Retreat.

Missouri District Junior High Spring Retreat
March 23-25, 2012

The 2011-2012 Junior High Retreats focus on baptism and the theme, Poured Ut is based on Titus 3:4-7 (NIV) iBut when
the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because
of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us gener-
ously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become
heirs having the hope of eternal i fe.

DCO Dani Tietjen is your presenter. Dani is a synodically trained Director of Christian Outreach with a
variety of ministry experiences in outreach as well as regional and national summer event director for |
Youth Encounter, where she met with speakers from all over the world. She watched and learned from
them as she discovered her own voice and the message she had to share. She has spoken at many
LCMS youth events across the country. In addition to speaking engagements, Dani continues to be part of ministry in Haiti,
where she participates in and leads yearly mission trips.

Thanks to the positive evaluations, music will be provided by the Christian band Parallax View. We welcome their musical
talents and hearts for ministry as a part of the weekend.

Who can go¥outh in seventh and eighth grades. Adult counselors: 2 or 3 will be needed for the weekend. Talk with
Pastor Al about this special opportunity.

Youth are encouraged to invite their unchurched friends who participate in youth group.

What will we dohere is a 4-session Bible study based on the theme, plus games, fellowship, community building, a tal-
ent show and worship. The “Saturday Night Fun Fest” includes hayrides, board games, basketball, music and karaoke.
Camp Windermere offers free, open gym time on Saturday afternoon. Recreational fields and equipment are available on a
first-come, first-served basis. You may bring your own gloves, bats, balls, tennis rackets, etc. The camp offers some equip-
ment for a small rental fee.

What is the cost@nly $50 for the entire weekend. Lodging will be in the Wilderness Creek Lodge (motel style room with
heat/air and carpeting). You will need to bring your own bedding and towels. Meals will be provided in the camp dining hall
beginning with breakfast on Saturday. No meal is served on Friday evening. Groups should eat before arriving at camp.

Where is the cam@mp Windermere is located nine miles west of Camdenton, Missouri (Hwy. 54) on State Road AA.
Turn right on AA and follow the Windermere signs three miles to the registration office.

Cost:Only $50 for the entire weekend!

Registration deadlinEarly registration is encouraged. Please give registration and fee to Pastor Al by Sunday, Febru-
ary 26. Registration fee and medical release forms are due at that time. Make checks out to Lord of Life Lutheran Church.

All registration forms can be downloaded from the Missouri District web site at mo.lcms.org.


http://mo.lcms.org/Index.asp?PageID=10412
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PRESCHOOL AND KIDS06 DAY OUT

We have gotten into a groove again after the Christmas holiday. The teachers in the PreKindergarten and Jr Kindergarten
classes were busy in January conferencing with parents. It is always beneficial to spend that one-on-one time to talk with par-
ents about strengths and concerns. The younger preschool classes will have conferences in March.

We continue to enjoy our Chapel Times with Pastor Al. His messages are always easy for the children to comprehend. They
can take away with them a nugget to help them on their Christian journey. We especially like taking some time in the church
to experience worship.

Our parents are working hard to plan the Valentine parties in their child’'s room. We are always so thankful for the thoughtful
planning and execution of the parties. The crafts, games, snacks and general fun time are always creative.

Each February, we get a visit from Dr. James Stanford, a dentist in the west county area. He has a presentation for the chil-
dren about proper care of their teeth, including eating the right foods. | haven't kept track, but | would imagine he’s been com-
ing here for at least twelve years. We are so thankful for his generosity.

| sent home information to our parents about our Summer Camp a couple weeks ago. | know parents begin planning those
weeks early. We are planning two weeks of camp: June 11 and June 18. The themes are “Around the World” and “The
Olympics”. Children who are three through five are invited to attend. You need not be a church member or
current preschool family to attend. Please call me if you need more information.

Elaine Robertson

SONSHINE PRESCHOOL CLASS

Thank you for entrusting your precious little ones to my care, and for allowing me to assist your efforts in the sacred trust that
the Lord has set before you, to train up your children in the way they should go. | greatly value the privilege of playing my
small part in sharing God's Word and principles with them.

Thus far this year, we've been learning of God's goodness, love and faithfulness to his people throughout generations of Old
Testament stories of Adam and Eve, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Hanna, Samuel, David and Jonathan, and Elisha up to
and including the birth of our Wonderful Savior, Jesus Christ.

In January we are learning about the life of Jesus as a child and young boy in the temple. We will continue to learn about his
baptism and selection of his disciples, his blessing of the children and many of the New Testament miracles he performed. At
Easter we will be remembering his death on the cross, and telling of his resurrection to life, which gives us the opportunity for
new life through him. We will tell stories of his disciples and how they began our common task of going to all nations to tell the
good news of salvation.

Throughout the year we are also learning about the 10 Commandments. You will find the Bible verse on the parent letter/
story/coloring page that goes home each week.

Thank you for the gift of experiencing the joy in the hearts of your precious children as they respond to God's love through his
word, and to see their delight as they become more deeply confident of their position of being untouchably
locked inside the love of God's heart.

MAY YOURS BE A JOYOUS AND BLESSED NEW YEAR!

Teresa Frank
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% MUSIC CLASS WITH MISS JAMIE ‘Eh

It has been a busy year in the music classes of Lord of Life Preschool. We have spent a good amount of time learning songs
about seasons and holidays as they arise — apple picking, pumpkins, giving thanks, Christmas, and now winter. We had so
much fun performing for our parents and friends at Christmas and even had two separate hand bell choirs!

It is my goal to teach and model to the children that music is fun and can be done by anyone. We talk throughout the year
about how music was used in the Bible to praise God, what praise is, and things we can praise him for. The kids are really
creative in the things they like to praise and thank God for, and often we add new verses to common songs just to praise God
for those special things.

We will begin a unit on the instruments of the orchestra soon. This was a favorite last year, as we got to see and sometimes
play real instruments such as the piano and guitar! We are very fortunate this year to have a member of the congregation
offer to play her violin and demonstrate the organ to us, which the kids have been curious about all year. If you have a par-
ticular instrument you play and would like to share your talent with us, we’d love to have you! Please let Elaine know.

Thank you for the joy and privilege of teaching your children.
Jamie Bell

Saving Lives and Helping Women

The Vitae Foundation is a non-profit, educational organization focused on using research-based messaging to educate the
public about the value and sanctity of human life, restoring this value as a core belief in the American culture, and reducing
the number of abortions.

Vitae (pronounced “vee-tay”) comes from the Latin word for “Life.” The mission of the Jefferson City based Vitae Foundation
is to “Encourage a Culture of LIFE through Mass Communications.” Started in 1992, Vitae has a media presence in 77 major
media markets in 29 states and 16 countries. Using television, radio, the internet, mobile devices, social networks, bill-
boards, transit systems, and print media,Vitae is making a difference.

Vitae is all about education, changing attitudes, and saving lives. Sending messages that are non-political, helpful, respect-
ful, non-threatening, non-radical, Vitae speaks of alternatives to abortion. While Vitae focuses on mass media communica-
tions, it partners with dozens of local pregnancy centers.

A typical result of Vitae’s work is that resident abortions declined by 5% to 11% in every Missouri county where Vitae ran ad
campaigns in 2009.

Working closely with Lutherans for Life, Vitae is hosting a banquet on Monday February 27 at Immanuel Lutheran Church in
St. Charles. At this free banquet you will learn more about Vitae’s work and be given an opportunity to support the ministry.

More details will be coming to the bulletin board and bulletins. Meanwhile, check out these web sites:

vitaefoundation.org your options.com gravityteen.com
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2011 i1 LOOKING BACK

As we look back on 2011, God’s blessings
were evident at Lord of Life. During the course
of the year,

1 8 new families became a part of Lord of
Life.

1 Lord of Life joined 7 other Lutheran con-
gregations as part of the Family Friendly
Partner Network to strengthen our ministry
to families.

1 Nearly 30 people participated in Send Me
Saturday and Habitat for Humanity service
opportunities.

1 Fifteen 7t and 8" grade youth are cur-
rently in confirmation class and 12 youth
were confirmed in May.

1 200 health kits were sent with a team of 7
Lord of Life members to the Dominican
Republic to conduct health clinics.

1 VBS children stuffed 150 bears that were
given to the Chesterfield Police to distrib-
ute to children in trauma settings. They
also sent $500 to Pastor Ted Krey in sup-
port of the ministry in the Dominican Re-
public.

1 Financially speaking, the congregation
ended up in the black, receiving some
$17,000 in offerings in excess of ex-
penses.

1 Worship attendance was up over 2011.

. The number of Return to Bethlehem visi-
tors was up significantly over the previous
year.

¢ Lord of Life Foundation was able to dis-
tribute a record $14,000 for mission out-
reach.
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Want to:

Learn more about the congregation and its min-
istries? Go to: www.lordoflifelcms.org

Add someone to the Prayer Page in the weekly
bulletin? Email jrogers@lordoflifelcms.org
by noon on Thursday

Submit an article for the Sunday bulletin?
Email office@lordoflifelcms.org
by noon on Wednesday

Find out more about confirmation classes?
Email amuck@lordoflifelcms.org

Find out how to go about joining the congrega-
tion? Email mbelow@me.com

Learn more about our preschool?
Email preschool@lordoflifelcms.org

Join the choir? Email mjanssen@lhssonline.org

CIRCLE OF
CONCERN

February Circle of Concern
Needs:

Peanut Butter & Jelly
Chili & Beef Stew
Tomato Products

Dry Dinners

Shampoo & Conditioner
Deodorant

The Yellow Meal-A-Month Bags are on the Circle of
Concern barrel in the entryway. Please take one,
bring your items in those bags or a paper bag, and
place them in the barrel. Circle has informed us that
they can no longer reuse plastic grocery bags. They
can only accept brown paper bags.

In 2011, Circle fed a record 25,161 people, up 13%
over 2010, and they
shared enough food
for more than
528,000 meals!
Thanks for your
generous donations
to support their
mission.

(Editor's Note: Many thanks to Ken & Bev Klindworth for
delivering our donations to the Circle’s office each month!)

(€44
O(/hen did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or

naked and clothe you! When did we see you ill or in prison,
and wisit you? And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen,
[ say to you, whatever you did for one of the least brothers
of mine, you did for me.”” — w: 25:38-40
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Our Mission
Glorify God by growing Biblical, committed and loving followers of Jesus Christ, by His Mercy, our Worship, Witness and Life Together.

Our Vision

The vision of Lord of Life is to be a caring and growing Christian family that exists for the sake of others, a church that intentionally
cultivates the work of Christ and the growth of His kingdom in our local community, our region and the world.

Our Staff

PaSTOL ...ttt Mark G. Below
Pastoral ASSiStant ... Jim Rogers
Family Life Pastor ..o Al Muck
Director 0f ChOIIS ............c.oiiccce s Matthew Janssen
AsSistant MUSICIAN ..o Anna Brandt
Director of Early Childhood Education (Preschool/Kids Day Out)................ccccccceururnenee Elaine Robertson

OFfice MANAGET ..........c.oiecc bbb Sharon Koch



