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ADVENT/ CHRISTMAS/ NEW YEAR 
 
Midweek Advent Services  
 
Services at 7:00 PM on Wednesdays November 30, December 
7, 14, and 21. 
 
Theme:  God is in the Manger*  by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

Week One:  Waiting 

Week Two:  Mystery 

Week Three:  Redemption 

Week Four:  Incarnation 

 

*Available at Amazon.com.  $8 paperback; $6.66 Kindle) 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
Family Worship at 6:00 PM 
Candlelight Communion at 10:30 PM 
 

Christmas Day 
One service with Holy Communion at 10:00 AM 
 

New Yearõs Eve 
A special service at 7:00 PM 
 

New Yearõs Day 
One service with Holy Communion at 10:00 AM 
 

LORD OF LIFE  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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LOVING and GIVING 
 

Over 2,000 years ago the world received the greatest gift that has ever been given.  The angel announced 

this gift to shepherds who were watching their flocks at night.  The message of Godôs angel explained what 

a truly remarkable event this was.  The angel said:  ñDo not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the 

Lord.ò  Suddenly a great company of heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying:  

ñGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests.ò  (Luke 2:10-12; 14 

NIV)  

 

Those shepherds were never the same again.  They went to Bethlehem to see for themselves this great hap-

pening.  After seeing the Christ child with their own eyes they left in great joy and shared this good news 

with everyone they met. 

 

On that first Christmas God fulfilled His promise to send a Savior who would rescue His people from their 

sins.  What a blessing for the lowly shepherds to be the first people besides Mary and Joseph to hear about 

and see this great happening! 

 

Years later the Apostle John by inspiration of the Holy Spirit acknowledged this miraculous gift with one of 

the most memorable verses in the Bible:  ñGod so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish but shall have eternal life.ò (John 3:16 NIV)  This single verse 

expresses two things that God delights in doing and those two things are loving and giving. 

 

Children are richly blessed when they have good and godly parents who bring them up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord.  Children are also blessed when they imitate the positive qualities of their Christian 

parents.   

 

St. John in the third chapter of his first letter stated:   ñHow great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 

that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are.ò  (1 John 3:1 NIV) 

 

What does this say to us as Godôs stewards of all [including time, money, abilities and much more] that He 

entrusts to our management?  It says this:  If we are to grow as children of God we will develop those godly 

characteristics of our Heavenly Father, namely loving and giving. 

 

Christmas is in the very best sense a gift that keeps on giving.  May the Holy Spirit help us to receive this 

great gift with joy and thanksgiving and respond with growth in loving and giving as Godôs children!  This 

desire could become an important part of our New Yearôs resolutions!  Wouldnôt that make our part of the 

world so much better? 

 

Have a blessed Christmas and a joy-filled New Year! 
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
 

Join us for a fun afternoon of Christ-
mas Caroling on Saturday, December 
17. We will meet at church at 2:00. We 
are planning to visit Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Chesterfield Villas and Autumn 
View Gardens. We will be back at 
church around 5:00 and will have 

cookies and cocoa.  

This is an afternoon for the whole fam-
ily to bring the message of Christmas 
to those that may not otherwise hear it. 
If you have any questions, please call 
Sharon in the church office, 636-532-
0400. We hope you see you on the 

17th. 

 

SPECIFIC MINISTRY PASTOR 
 
Ordination and Installation 
 

 

Vicar Al will be ordained as a pastor within the Lutheran Church ï Missouri 
Synod on Sunday, January 15 during the 8:00 worship service. It is at this ser-
vice that Al will take his vows to carry out the functions of the office of the Holy 
Ministry.  
 
During the 10:30 am service, Al will be installed as SMP Pastor at Lord of Life. 
Each of these services will be different and will celebrate our life together as a 
congregation as Al moves into a different area of ministry as he serves in the 
pastoral office.  
 
Mark this date on your calendar and plan to join the congregation in worship 
and celebration. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM ñ  
 
Light a Candle 
 
Continue your journey to Bethlehem and 
join the Sunday school children as they 
lead the congregation in worship and ñLight 
a Candleò on Sunday, December 18 during 
the 10:30 service. The children will share 
the message of Jesusô birth through words 
and song. Your presence will not only 
enrich your Christmas preparation but also 
support the children as they lead us on a 
journey to the manger. 
 
Rehearsal for the Christmas program will 
be Saturday, December 17, from 10 a.m. ï 
12 noon. All children are asked to be 
present during the morning. Speaking parts 
have been assigned. Please speak with 
Vicar Al if your child did not receive a part. 
Children will also have the opportunity to 
share their musical gifts before the service. 
Contact Vicar Al if your child would like to 

play their instrument during the service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
IMPACT youth will have their annual 
Christmas party Sunday, December 11. 
The party wouldnôt be the same without our 
journey through the lights at Santaôs 

Kingdom.  

The party begins at  5 pm at the 
Rosemannôs. Perhaps this would be the 
time to travel through Santaôs Kingdom in 
costume! Check out the youth room for 

more details. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

RETURN TO BETHLEHEM 
 
MARK THE DATES 
 
Performances: 
 
Friday December 2  -  
6:00 PM till 8:00 PM 
 
Saturday December  3  -   
2:00 PM till 5:00 PM 
 
Sunday December 4  -  2:00 PM till 5:00 PM 
 
 
Tear Down Saturday December 10  -  9:00 AM till 12:00 noon 
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EAGLES GATHER and PLAN 
 

Gatherings Scheduled through June 
 
 
Lord of Lifeôs EAGLES are Engaged Adults 
Growing, Learning, and Eagerly Serving.  
Generally speaking, the group is open to those adults 60 years of age and older 
(although we never check IDôs!). 
 
On November 16 several EAGLES met to plan group activities for the next 
several months.  We continue to encourage EAGLES to be involved in Bible 
Classes and in volunteering in various ministries within the congregation and 
community (including involvement in the new confirmation class mentoring 
program).  We also gather on the third Wednesdays of most months to hear 
speakers or to visit various places of interest. 
 
On Wednesday January 18 we plan to visit the Kemp Auto Museum and the 
Don Wiegand Art Studio ï both in Chesterfield Valley. 
 
On Wednesday February 15 we hope to hear a presentation how the Civil War 
affected The Lutheran Church ï Missouri Synod and its leaders, including 
C.F.W. Walther who was the pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in St. Louis at the 
time and who served as president of the Synod both before and after the war. 
 
On Wednesday March 21 we will attend the 11:00 AM Midweek Lenten service 
and then over lunch we expect to have an interesting speaker from Lutheran 
Senior Services. 
 
On Wednesday April 18 we will visit the Missouri History Museum in Forest Park 
with an emphasis on the current Civil War exhibit. 
 
On Wednesday May 16 we plan to visit the Lewis & Clark Illinois State Historic 
Site near Alton, Illinois and then visit the National Great Rivers Museum at the 
Melvin Price Locks and Dam. 
 
On Wednesday June 20 we will travel downtown to visit the Old Courthouse, the 
Old Cathedral, and the Museum of Westward Expansion (beneath the Arch). 
 
Having lunch together is always a part of all the gatherings. 
 
Be watching future newsletters and the Sunday bulletins for details about starting 

times and additional details.  Join us if you can! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH WINDOWS 
 
As most of you know, Lord of Life 
Church has five stained glass win-
dows on each side of the sanctuary, 
as well as a large round faceted 
glass window in the choir loft and a 
faceted glass window on each side 
of the chancel area.  In addition, 
there are eight small stained glass 
windows in the main entryway of the 
church building. 
 
There is now a link to an explanation 
of all those windows on the worship 

page of our web site.  Just go to  

lordoflifelcms.org  

and click ñWorshipò on the horizontal 

menu bar on the home page. 

Below are some of the images in  

one of the beautiful windows. 


